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SUB J : FOLLOW-UP ON STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

REF: A. SAO PAULO 2557 B. SAO PAULO 2558 

1 . PEACEFUL SESSION AUGUST 28: THE STUDENT RALLY WHICH WAS 
ANNOUNCED FOR AUGUST 28 IN FRONT OF THE LAW FACULTY (REF A) 

WAS PROHIBITED BY POLICE. INSTEAD, SOME 3,000 STUDENTS AND 
OTHERS MET INSIDE THE BUILDING IN THE LAW FACULTY'S PATIO. 

THE DEMONSTRATION WAS ORGANIZED BY THE BRAZILIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION, 
THE JOURNALISTS UNION, THE COMMITTEE FOR AMNESTY, AND 15 STUDENT 
ASSOCIATIONS. THE SESSION WAS HELD WITHOUT INTERRUPTIONS AND 
DISPERSED PEACEFULLY. POLICE ANNOUNCED THAT SIX INDIVIDUALS 
WERE DETAINED AND RELEASED PRIOR TO THE RALLY. 

2. PROVOCATEURS BLAMED FOR VIOLENCE AUGUST 27: THERE WAS 
WIDESPREAD PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE DISTURBANCES AT THE CATHEDRAL 
PLAZA FOLLOWING SUNDAY S DEMONSTRATION BY THE MOVEMENT ON THE 
COST OF LIVING (REF A). AUXILIARY BISHOP MAURO MORELLI 
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STATED THAT A SMALL GROUP OF RADICAL STUDENTS, WHO IGNORED HIS 
APPEALS AND THOSE OF THE SESSION'S ORGANIZERS, WERE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PROVOKING THE POLICE FOLLOWING THE SESSION IN THE CATHEDRAL. 
BISHOP MORELLI PRAISED THE POLICE COMMANDER FOR ATTEMPTING TO 
AVOID A CONFRONTATION WITH TRAFIC CONSEQUENCES. THE BISHOP 
ALLEGED THAT THOSE ULTIMATELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EVENTS WERE 
THE AUTHORITIES, SPECIFICALLY THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND GOVERNOR 
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PAULO EGYDIO MARTINS. "THEY PROHIBITED MEETINGS IN THE PUBLIC 
PLAZA AND REFUSED TO HEAR THE VOICES OF THE PEOPLE, WHO ASK 
FOR THE CHANCE TO EXIST AND SURVIVE." 

THE PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, PROFESSOR DALMO 
DALLARI, SAID THE OCCURENCES OF AUGUST 27 WERE SIMILAR TO PREVIOUS 
INCIDENTS WHEN STUDENTS OF THE "LIBERTY AND STRUGGLE" (LIBERDADE 
E LUTA) MOVEMENT TURNED OTHER PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS INTO 
CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE POLICE. 

PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SPOKESMAN COLONEL RUBEN LUDWIG UNDERLINED 
THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION OF KEEPING DEMONSTRATIONS UNDER CONTROL. 
HE STATED THE POLICE HAD INTERVENED ONLY WHEN THE PARTICIPANTS 
BROUGHT THE DEMONSTRATIONS OUT OF THE CATHEDRAL AND INTO THE 
PLAZA. HE RESTATED THAT THERE IS A LAW GOVERNING PUBLIC DEMON- 
STRATIONS, AND LIKE IT OR NOT, THE LAW WOULD BE OBSERVED. 

3. TIMING OF POLICE CRACKDOWN ON SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE: ADOEPS 
POLICE OFFICER TOLD A CONSULAR OFFICER THAT THE DETENTION OF THE 
LEADERS OF THE SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE (REF B) WAS TIMED TO APPREHEND 
THREE FOREIGN ORGANIZERS JUST PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE FROM 
BRAZIL. THE DOEPS OFFICER STATED THAT THE ORGANIZERS HAD BEEN 
UNDER OBSERVATION EVER SINCE THEY ARRIVED IN BRAZIL SOME DAYS 
PREVIOUSLY. TWO ARGENTINES (HUGO MIGUEL BRESSATO AND RITA LUZIA 
ESTRASBERG) AND A PORTUGUESE (ANTONIO MARIA SA LEAL) WERE ARRESTED 
AUGUST 22 AT THE AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO POLICE, THE VISITORS WERE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FINANCING OF AN ORGANIZING CONGRESS OF THE 
SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE WHICH WAS HELD IN SAO PAULO AUGUST 19-20. 
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POLICE STATED THAT THERE WERE 1,020 PERSONS AT THE CONGRESS. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE DURING THE FOLLOWING WEEK 
WERE ALLEGEDLY "TO SHOW THE VISITORS WHAT THEY WERE PAYING FOR". 
POLICE ALSO TOLD THE CONSULAR OFFICER THAT THE 16 REGISTERED 
OWNERS OF THE POLITICAL COMMENTARY MAGAZINE "VERSUS" WOULD HAVE 
THEIR FINANCIAL ASSETS FROZEN. THE MAGAZINE HAS BEEN CLOSELY 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE. MEANWHILE, NINE OF 
THE 22 PERSONS IDENTIFIED WITH THE SOCIALIST CONVERGENCE WHO 
WERE ARRESTED AUGUST 22 HAVE BEEN RELEASED. 

POVENMIRE 
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